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Update to June 14, 2010 Edition . . . 

Rhetoric from the old campaign trail seems appropriate as the campaign season gains momentum.  Following the update, the June 14 edition of Doris Beaver’s Eye on Gilpin County appears in its entirety.  


District 2 Commissioner Candidate Del Johnson was Chairman of the Gilpin County Planning Commission at the time Brannan Sand & Gravel went through its application process for the quarry special use permit.  The lawsuit challenging the denial of the special use permit was filed in September of 2008.  


The Chair of the Planning Commission is not required to vote on matters considered by the Planning Commission unless or until there is a tie vote, but can if he/she so chooses.  The chair does not have to vote, but typically votes only to break a tie vote.  The vote was not a tie (vote was 7-0 to deny).  


Thus, Mr. Johnson’s campaign rhetoric is a tad bit misleading and downright disingenuous when it creates the impression he played a part in denial of the quarry or voted against approval.    

This point is further explained and supported by Mr. Johnson’s appearance at the candidates’ forum held at the Gold Mountain Apartments wearing a T-shirt with “Brannan Sand and Gravel” emblazoned across the front!  


If you the voter are on the fence on this one, this citizen-resident suggests you drive down Highway 119 some weekday, midmorning, and get behind just one gravel truck departing the Frei Quarry on West 6th Avenue.  This citizen-resident has had the experience.  The line of cars numbered 14 by the time we reached the intersection of Highway 93, and that was created by just one gravel truck.  Just imagine 176 Brannan haul trucks!  
June 14, 2010

Commentary and Opinion Time:  


The coverage on the Brannan Sand and Gravel lawsuit has been long and tedious.  As yet another election year swings into full speed, Gilpin citizens must give careful consideration of those running for office, especially in the District 2 Commissioner race.  

Brannan Sand and Gravel claimed throughout its application process that it was “a Colorado family-owned company that has been in the aggregate and paving business for over 100 years with operations in Denver, Adams and Boulder Counties.”  Yet, the Secretary of State shows the company filed Articles of Organization dated March 10, 1994, and Articles of Incorporation with the same date.  The obvious answer to this is it operated under a different name for a huge portion of that “over 100 years,” but none is shown as is shown for Brannan Construction Company.  

A related organization, Trainor Construction Co., filed Articles of Incorporation on July 3, 1972, and Articles of Amendment on January 1, 2005, showing a new entity name of Brannan Construction Company.  

The Registered Agent Street Address for all entities is 2500 East Brannan Way, Denver, CO according to the Colorado Secretary of State records.  

Now for the reason of the opening statement – Commissioner Whitman is on record as part of the unanimous vote to deny the MMRR Quarry.  District 1 Commissioner Schmalz was Mayor of Central City at the time, but went on record as opposing the quarry.  

However, should the successful candidate for commissioner in District 2 be FOR the quarry, it is only a very short stretch to this scenario:  Brannan Sand and Gravel forms a new corporation as it did in March of 1994 and files a new application for a quarry.  

District 2 Candidate for Commissioner Del Johnson has made no secret of supporting the quarry as have most Republicans in the County, including former commissioner candidate Jerry Ward.  Johnson is running as an independent but was at one time and not so long ago a registered Republican and pictured in the local newspaper at the Republican State Assembly with other Gilpinites in attendance.  By Mr. Johnson’s own words to this writer, he is close friends with Commissioner Whitman and they dine together often.  

The danger of Del Johnson as Commissioner for District 2 would be collusion between these two (Whitman and Johnson), and Gilpin would be burdened with a quarry.  Think long and hard on this possibility!

Mark Twain once said:  “The rule is perfect – in all matters of opinion our adversaries are insane.”  

Doris Beaver

